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T here is a new star on the peace horizon, grow-
ing brighter in Europe though just a glimmer 
in this hemisphere! Civilian Peace Service 

(CPS), an alternative to armed intervention, is the 
mundane title for such excitement.

By the time you read this article, Nonviolent 
Peaceforce Canada (NPC) will have held consulta-
tions in Ottawa, partnered by St. Paul University 
Conflict Studies. Invited were government agencies 
and non-governmental organisations (NGOs), police 
and military, religious groups and corporations — to 
discuss the feasibility and shape of a possible model 
in Canada for a peace army that might work with our 
armed services. This cooperation is a compromise we 
can accept until the day when an armed service is no 
longer seen as security.

 

For several years in Europe there has been a highly 
accredited training programme for “Civilian Aspects 
of Crisis Management.” This last year there were 
fifteen 12-day courses offered in nine countries ( in 
English). The courses covered media relations, admin-
istration, human rights, etc. From these courses, a 
shared roster of trained peacekeepers is now avail-
able for peace teams to work overseas, or locally, on 
conflict issues such as race, refugee and aboriginal 
affairs. The European CPS is now supported by three 
governments: Germany, Italy and the Netherlands 
— and could grow to be a standing force.

 

With this in mind, NPC planned consultations 
for 7–9 February 2005 at St. Paul University, bring-
ing Tim Wallis from the UK, and Helga Tempel 
from Germany. Tim has been administering a large 
Rowntree Foundation grant to facilitate a Civilian 
Peace Service; Helga, a Quaker, has been building 
towards CPS for at least ten years. In addition, David 
Grant of Washington DC, who is a staff member 
with the Nonviolent Peaceforce, brings his vision of 
an international standing peace army.

Hopefully, there is now a coalition of NGOs 
working on a suggested model for CPS, with a strong 
participation from NPC. As well, Prime Minister Paul 
Martin’s dream of a Canada Corps, which is actively 
being explored, might fit into the larger picture of 
CPS. There is also a convergence of working groups 
across Canada who are independently considering a 
federal Department of Peace, and whose ideas have 
fed into the broader picture of CPS for Canada.

When the Nonviolent Peaceforce grew out of 
the 1999 Hague Peace Conference, and the next 
spring reached us in Canada through Carl Stieren, 
we admired its hard-headed yet visionary manage-
ment. Five years later, we have a strong interna-
tional organisation (50 countries, 100 member 
organisations, endorsed by seven Nobel Peace laure-
ates) with our first peace team active in Sri Lanka. 
Since the Nonviolent Peaceforce teams were in trou-
bled spots on the east and south coasts, and this was 
the same area hit by the tsunami, relief work became 
paramount. In fact, the CBC often contacted Angela 
Pinchero, a Canadian team member near Batticaloa, 
for information.

 

A s NPC began offering mini training pro-
grammes in Canada, we whetted people’s 
appetites to get involved in crisis work closer 

to home, but this was not possible under the original 
NPC mandate. When some form of CPS is estab-
lished for Canada, there will be a focus for graduates 
from our programmes who are not ready to go over-
seas but want to work locally. Now it is up to NPC 
to broaden our base across the country, while we sup-
port whatever group effort will establish some version 
of a Civilian Peace Service in Canada.

 

Over the years Quakers have asked the Nonviolent 
Peaceforce Canada what was the difference between 
NPC and Peace Brigades International (PBI). Both 
organisations began with the same vision, and share 
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founding members Murray Thompson and Hans 
Sinn. One major difference is that NPC pays team 
members sufficiently to recruit mature profession-
als with dependents, and deploy them for at least 
two years while PBI and other groups like Christian 
Peacemakers Teams rely on volunteers. However, we 
all work very closely together, and two years ago NPC 
hosted a roundtable weekend for the various peace 
teams in Canada.

All this, plus Kofi Annan’s call for input to a con-
ference at the July United Nations in New York on 

unarmed civilian defence, gives hope for a saner world 
… and plenty of work for Nonviolent Peaceforce 
Canada. If you want to join in these new directions 
please contact: «info@magma.ca» or «sybilgrace@ncf.
ca». Our website can be found at: «www.npcanada.
org» and «nonviolentpeaceforce.org». ❇
 
Note: My thanks to June-Etta for this opportunity to speak 

more fully about NPC and CPS, after a confusion around 
the article that appeared in the December issue of The 

Canadian Friend.

Sybil Grace is a member of Ottawa Monthly Meeting.

ACCOMMODATION IN UK
Apartment available for Quakers on 
holiday in England! Kitchen, 2 bed-
rooms sleep 6, living room, bathroom, 
comfortable, furnished, TV, DVD, etc. 
Parking, steps from shops, train sta-
tion, 5 miles from Arundel Castle, 1 
mile from beach. Roman Villas, theatre, 
Brighton are all in the neighbourhood! 
Contact: Declanhill2002@yahoo.com.

ARGENTA FRIENDS PRESS sells back 
issues of Canadian Quaker Pamphlets — 
great for outreach! Also print black and 
white leaflets, newsletters, magazines 
from electronic copy or old-fashioned 
layout, at competitive prices. We ship or 
mail anywhere; can mail to your mailing 
list. Contact Joy 250-366-0054, e-mail 
afp@look.ca or write AFP, Argenta, B.C. 
V0G 1B0. 
 
BOOK ON MERGING SPORT AND 
SPIRIT. “Court Quest: Playing Women’s 
Squash” by Joy Conrad of Vernon 
Monthly Meeting. See www.benchpress-
books.com, or call 1-800-573-5779. 

CHRISTIAN PEACEMAKER TEAMS 
seeks participants for short-term delega-
tions. Projects in conflict zones: Kenora 
(Ontario), Colombia, Palestine, or Iraq. 
Information: www.cpt.org, or contact 
CPT Canada at e-mail: canada@cpt.org. 
Telephone: 416-423-5525. 

FLAT IN ITALY, SARDINIA Holiday 
in Alghero, in heart of delightful old 
town. Third (top) floor apartment. 
Roof terrace. 3 bedrooms sleep 6. 
Minutes from shops, farmers market, 
restaurants, 15-minute walk to beach, 
5 to marina. Flights are inexpensive. 
Details: www.algheroflat.com, or e-
mail ask@algheroflat.com. 

FOR RENT IN ARGENTA, BC. Be 
part of small homesteading communi-
ty, Argenta Meeting. 3-bedroom home, 
wood/electric heat, garden, green-
house, root cellar, hot tub, surrounded 
by forest and mountains, $650/month. 
250-366-4372. 

MONTEVERDE FRIENDS 
SCHOOL, COSTA RICA, seeks 
experienced teachers and adminis-
trators for August 2005. See www.
mfschool.org/teaching. 

HOUSE  SITTING 
OPPORTUNITY
Summer in beautiful Cowichan Valley, 
Vancouver Island. Take care of our 
mountain view home, July 10 to 
August 23. We ask you snuggle playful 
indoor cat, tend and eat from garden, 
perhaps ride our mower over the half 
acre. Reference from your Monthly 
Meeting. Contact Gale or Sabra: 250-
701-0912; email «sabrapeil@shaw.ca». 

THE SMALLHOLDER. A reader-par-
ticipation magazine for people living 
in country. Share information, ideas 
for simple living. Published by Argenta 
volunteer staff. Sample copy $2.75. 
Subscriptions $16 for 6 issues, $29 for 
12. The Smallholder, Argenta, B.C. 
V0G 1B0. 

WANTED AMEX-CANADA NEWS-
LETTERS 1968-1977. Magazine of 
Americans exiled in Canada during 
Vietnam War. Contact Paul Bruhn. E-
mail pbruhn@vcn.bc.ca, 604-277-4082 
or 57-11631 7th Ave. Richmond B.C. 
V7E 5V6. 

WHAT CANST THOU SAY? Quarterly 
newsletter — a worship-sharing group 
in print. For sample copy, send name 
and address to Mariellen Gilpin. E-
mail m-gilpin@uiuc.edu, or write 818 
West Columbia, Champaign IL 61820. 
Can also send e-mail copy. Subscribe 
to WCTS $8 U.S. (four issues) for one 
year; or $15 for two years. 

… Classified Ads … Classified Ads … Classified Ads …

FREE CLASSIFIED ADS
In The Canadian Friend’s May 
and August issues. Ten lines or 
less of text free of charge for our 
celebration issues. Contact the 
editor: «cf-editor@quaker.ca», or 
call 905-685-1022.


