Ed|t| ng The Canadi an Frlend by Anne-Marie Zilliacus

| may be quiteprejudiced, but | think of The Canadian Friend asthe maost important
communication tool that we have in Canadian Yearly Meding. It istheplace whee
we can become publisher s of the truth. It is where we can shar e concerns with other
Friends, share our spiritual journeys, and bagin to explore dfferent aspects of our faith
togeher asCanadian Friends. It is apacewherewe can degoen aur knowledge o the
various issues that we are concerned with as a Meeting, where we can educate new
Friends and remind old Friends of our history and path together. These arejust same
of the ways we can and do use our nationa magazine.

When yau are editar you can ask ala of Canadian Friends. Y au just st athemeon an
issue you are interested in and then ask all the weightiest Friends in the Y early
Meeting to tdl you all about it. The funny thing is, they feel honoured tobe asked to
write an artide, when really they are gving a gift of thar memoriesand experiences.
A fewyearsago | devoted a wholeissue to the themeof Quakers and Native Concerns.
It turned into a history of Canadian Friends Service Committee's involvement in these
issues, and in fact documented the beginning of the Quakea Abariginal Affairs
Committee. | learned a lot from that issue, and I'm sure othersdid too. Sothe Native
Concer ns issue was i nter esting from a hi stori cal poi nt of view, but it will also be a good
source to look at when we begin compiling extracts for the new Faith and Practice.

The concern to have a Canadian Faith and Practice was a so helped along through
The Canadian Friend. Members of Quaker Book Servi ce Committee (which cornered
the market on remaindered copies of Christian Faith and Practice and stored them in
the Mullen's basament) realized that in ten years we could run out of Christian Faith
and Practice and that the Y early Meeting wauld have to gart work on avdume of its
own. Knowing that, | devoted an isuue o The Canadian Friend to the Faith and
Practice of Canadian Friends. Thatissue had aticles by Betty Folger and Dana
Mullen (who later became members o the Faith and Practice Review Cammittee) as
well as from Jan Hoffman (Sunderland P. Gardner lecturer at Y early Meeting in 1998)
and Elizabeth Cave, edtor of Quaker Monthly in Britain Y early Meeting. (Elizabeth
was on the committee that produced that famous red book, Quaker Faith and Practice.)
After that issue, my Meeting (Ottawa) and Western Half-Y early Mesting sent minutes
to CYM asing that CYM begin wark on a Faith and Pradice of our own. | think that
issue was a good exampleof the way The Canadan Friend can be used tofurthe a
concern. | encaurage Friends to dothat.

Most people are aware by now that The Canadi an Fri end will be looking for a new
editor to begin work in 2002, and that the issue of Decembe 2001 will bethe last |
edit. | havetosay, it's been a quite wonderful expeience for meand I'm sure that it
will be awonderful, but different, experience for the next alitor.

What | thought might be useful , as a sort of sales pitch for people who might be
considering applying for this position, would befor yau to know what it has been like
for meto be editor. Well, like any job, there are warts. But on the whole it has been
wondeful - in fact, alife-changing experience

Before | was editor of The Canadian Friend, | was a Monthly Meeting Friend. My
first year as editor was my first year at Canadian Yearly Meeting. | didn't know
anyane whowas't fran my own Medting. Tha has certainly changedin the Sx years
I'vebeen editor. Now | know most faces at Y early Meeting, and have met many
Friends from across Canada and the United States. However, at first | used to go
through the meeting telephone directory and pick any name | recogni zed and some |
didn't, toring and ask for an article. It seemed that just telling them | was editor of
The Canadian Friend was encugh toallow meto ak for nearly anything! Friendsare
very generous with their time and creativity. That way | met Betty Polster, Ursula
Franklin, Betty Peteson.
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So what are the warts? Well, time | spend, on average four full days a month
taking care of The Canadian Friend. (I could put in alot moretime, but | have another
full-time jdb aswdl as afamily and responsibilitiesin my Monthly Meeting.) Timeis
spent in sifting through articles received, obvicusly, but also carresponding with
authors, soliciti ng ads, looking for graphics, writing letters to ask for articles,
telgphoning long lists of pegple to brainstarm abaut themes, ask for articles Then,
befare | send the magazine off to Argenta FriendsPress, | spend two to threefull
weekendsdoingthe copy editing and layout. | dso do somevidtation on behalf of the
magazine, attend two HMAC meetings a year, and am occupied the full week of CYM
with The Canadian Friend. | ask alot of Friends for articlesand illustrations that
week, and find that people are happier to e me at the begnning of the week than at
the end - when they ge a rathe huntedlook at my appraoach.

One of the things that has been a challenge has been having the magazi ne printed
so far away. It shouldn't be a problem in this day and age of communication, but
Argenta FriendsPress isin avery small town that receives mail only twice aweek. |
have to use the post office because couriers will not deliver to agenera post office
address. So that addsa week to the time it takes to get there. 1t also means that | don't
receive proofs back for approva because that would add another two weeks (one each
way). Thepressisunder the care of Argenta Monthly Mesting, al though it isn't staffed
by Friends. The printing press they use is abaut 25 years old - but it'sfairly newto
them. | underdand thatit is much better than theold dayswhen the press was in the
basement of Argenta Friends School, and the ink flowved better in the summer than the
winter, but even today they have difficulty with graphics. Photographs have to be
extramely clear, and black and white ispreferalde. Illustrations are best if they areline
drawings because shading can beproblematic. However, they do the best they can
under those circumstances and they have avery friendly and cooper etive staff.

As ditar | am an ex offido mamber of the Home Misdon and Advancement
Commi ttee. The committee has become much smaller inthelast six yearsand so |
partidpatein all apeds of thecommittee wak, not jus that concerned with The
Canadian Friend Therehavebeen timeswhen | have goneto RepresentaiveMeseting
when the HMAC Clerk has been unabl e to, and | have also attended several Finance
CommitteeMeetings Although these are nat part of the work of theeditor, it has
certainly given me a very wide view of Canadian Y early Mesting.

Being at Yearly Meeting is part of my jdb, gathering articles and bringing CYM to
those who cannot be there. | also represent The Canadian Friend at other gatherings
and report onthem. Last year | atended Friends Worl d Committee for Consultation
Triennial in New Hampshire. I've represented the magazine at Atlantic Friends
Gathering a coupl e of times, Pelham Half-Y earl y Meeting, Fri ends Genera Conference
and the Quaker Women's Thedogy Canference. | hopeto go to Western Half-Y early
before my term as editor ends. | think it'simportant to visit Friends, to hear what they
haveto say and to get to know as many as possibl e personally [ it helps when you
want to ask them towrite later! Nat just that though. It helps tobring us together, to
communicate with each other, to share our spiritual journeys, to know each other in
that which is eternal.

| know that the next editor wil | learn and grow as much as| have and | look
forward to seeing what more they can do with The Canadian Friend.

Anne-Marie Zilliacus is amember of Ottawa Monthly Meding.
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Home Mission and
Advancement Committee

announces
A POSITION AVAILABLE

EDITOR,
THE CANADIAN FRIEND

This position becomes vacant
January 2002.

HMAC invites enquiries.
Please submit your

name and contact informetion
to receive an

information package.

Contact:
Daphne Davey

Home Mission &
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Box 299, Cornwall, PEI,
COA 1HQ,
Fax 902 675 2533
Tel: 902 675 3501
email:ddavey@isnnet
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