Questionnaire—Participation in Conscientious Objection to Military Taxation

The purpose of this questionnaire is to better understand Canadian Quakers’ attitudes and actions related to conscientious objection to military taxation. Also, we would like to know, given how few in the Canadian Yearly Meeting (CYM) appear to redirect military taxes, whether the CYM Ad Hoc Committee on War Taxes should continue.

Conscience Canada (CC) www.consciencecanada.com (founded and led by Quakers plus Mennonites and others) operates a Peace Tax Fund (PTF) into which you can deposit the military portion of your taxes (8.9% for 2010) as a conscientious objection to war. CC also seeks signatures on a petition to support a Conscientious Objection Bill that would make it possible to legally pay all taxes owed to the government but to be used solely for non-military purposes. CC offers both a paper and electronic Peace Tax Return (PTR) to easily enable you to take either or both action.                                                

1. I know about conscientious objection to military taxation.

Yes    No

2. I have re-directed the military portion of my taxes in the past. 
Yes    No

3. I have redirected the military portion of my taxes for 2009.           
Yes    No   


The following are ideas Quakers have expressed about participating in this peace tax initiative through redirecting military taxes. Please rate to what extent you agree with the following statements, on a scale 0 to 5, where 0 is ‘don’t agree at all’, and 5 is ‘agree strongly’.

4.  Redirecting my taxes is a symbolic way of expressing Friends peace testimony                           0  1  2  3  4  5

5.  If I redirect my taxes, military spending will not be reduced because the government can still use the rest of my taxes or those of others for the military
0  1  2  3  4  5

6.  Conscientious objection to military taxation is a powerful way of “speaking truth to power”








0  1  2  3  4  5

7.  If we are able to refuse military taxes, I am concerned that anyone can refuse to pay taxes for other issues (such as medical coverage of abortions) on grounds of conscience






                

0  1  2  3  4  5

8.  I’m worried about the hassle from and possible financial penalty by Revenue Canada if I withhold military taxes





              0  1  2  3  4  5  . 
9. Canada needs a military force for peacekeeping and disaster relief 
0  1  2  3  4  5

10. We have a  ‘Responsibility to Protect’ and may need military force to intervene











0  1  2  3  4  5

11. I don’t owe any taxes; all tax deducted or low income                              0  1  2  3  4  5

12. Canadian Yearly Meeting should lay down the Ad hoc Committee on War Taxes

Yes     No  
Additionally, I want to express this about military taxation: 

Thank you for completing this

Email to jpriorvaldes@gmail.com  or via CYM—Ad Hoc Committee on War Tax Concerns, July 2010 Jerilynn C. Prior (first named) 

To see the electronic Peace Tax Return go to http://www.consciencecanada.ca/eptr/
The Ad Hoc Committee on War Tax Concerns of the Canadian Yearly Meeting (currently Jerilynn Prior, Vancouver MM; Don Woodside, Hamilton MM; Maxine Kaufman-Lacusta, Vancouver MM, and Charles Brown, Halifax MM) was established by a minute of CYM 2007 (available on request – about 1.5 megabytes, or see your CYM 2007 Minutes).
The Committee reminds all Friends and Attenders that 8.9% of our Federal taxes owing this year are going to support the war in Afghanistan and other Canadian military actions (excluding veterans’ benefits). We seek God’s will as those whose collective commitment is to be a peaceable people.
